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Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women

Tele-learning wins tick of approval from participants and Government
The Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women (FAAW) is developing another two tele-learning series.  Due to be conducted in 2009 and 2010 respectively, women living or working in regional and rural areas are set to benefit from gaining easy access to high calibre training and networking.

Series one, “Six Snapshots of Successful Communication” finished in June with overwhelmingly positive feedback and requests for more.  The six sessions were conveniently delivered via teleconference for one hour over 3 months.  With FAAW’s mission to increase the voice and presence of women as leaders of influence firmly in mind, the content for the next series is currently being developed.  

“For our future tele-learning series, FAAW will continue to partner with presenters that have a proven track record.  FAAW has significant alliances to be able to successfully attract and obtain the services of professional facilitators”, stated President Jane Cleeve.  

Participants will be able to easily register and pay for the series (one or all sessions) through the Foundation’s website.  They will also be provided with resources such as handouts and downloadable audio of the session, enhancing their learning and retention of information.

“It allows women to access learning without putting additional strain on family resources”, FAAW President Ms Cleeve said, “the tele-learning series will contribute to the capacity of rural women to influence. They are more likely to participate more actively and effectively in their communities or businesses, at the same time growing their own skills and level of contribution.”
All participants in their first tele-learning series stated that they would participate in another similar series in a similar format.  “Thank you to FAAW for providing appropriate training in my own workplace. Not having to travel was a huge bonus”, stated one participant.  “You can never stop improving your communication ability and this format was a wonderful way to improve my communication skills”, stated another.
This project is supported by funding from the Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF) as part of its Recognising Women Farmers initiative,  ”the government is committed to building the leadership and representative skills of women involved in our primary industries, particularly given the challenges of a changing climate.”
FAAW, a national independent non-profit organisation, is dedicated to supporting women in leadership who are increasing information access and career mobility for women in rural and regional communities.  Foundation priorities include increasing opportunities to advance women in education, employment, health and leadership.
For further information contact their Communications Officer Lydia Valeriano on 0431 457 927.
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