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Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women

Online Portals the way of the Future for Rural and Regional Women
July 2009 the Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women’s (FAAW) commitment to women in leadership in rural and regional areas of Australia was acknowledged by the Department of Families, Housing, Community Services and Indigenous Affairs (FaHCSIA).  
Securing a $100,000 grant from FaHCSIA, the Foundation is building and facilitating several high-tech communication portals that will enable regional and rural women leaders greater access to the latest information, innovation, creativity and discussion through a new website and soon to be developed online forum, library, innovation ideas lab, and commercial image gallery.
“The Foundation recognises the disparity between communication capacities of people living in rural and regional communities. The disparity is found not only as an economic factor, but also one that becomes social in isolation by distance. As more rural and regional communities access communication enhanced technology support systems, the potential to lessen both the economic and social isolation stress will be increased”, stated President Jane Cleeve. 
The development of these portals will be staged, with the initial main FAAW website due for launch at the end of July.  Planning of the library and forum is underway with release due later this year.  The development of the innovation ideas lab and commercial image gallery will begin later this year and released late 2009.  
The innovation ideas lab and commercial image gallery are the first of their kind for the industry and will not only provide a professional, social and intellectual platform for rural and regional women leaders to interact, but the image gallery will directly benefit them financially.  Working on a royalty free based payment system, artists will be able to sell their work through the portal.  This system will offer regional and rural artists and photographers who have not yet ventured online a whole new market and income stream.  
Likewise the ideas innovation lab will provide opportunities to network, pitch and test ideas, access information and debate; a modern online think tank.
“By accessing this source of funds, women in rural and regional areas may be well informed and better equipped to take leadership as individuals in their regions, backed by a Foundation dedicated to leadership development of women in rural and regional Australian communities.  The Foundation’s main aim is to increase the voice and presence of women as leaders of influence”, Ms Cleeve said.
FAAW, a national independent non-profit organisation, is dedicated to supporting women in leadership who are increasing information access and career mobility for women in rural and regional communities.  Foundation priorities include building communication portals in education, employment, health and leadership.

For further information contact their Communications Officer Lydia Valeriano on 0431 457 927.
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