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Foundation for Australian Agricultural Women
FAAW to receive $100,000 from the Myer Family Philanthropy

FAAW will receive $100,000 from the Myer Family Philanthropy over 2 years, in an unprecedented philanthropic gesture to help alleviate poverty and disadvantage and strengthen the nonprofit sector in our community.

The unsolicited grant will be awarded to 37 Australian non-profit organisations to celebrate 75 years of the Sidney Myer Fund and 50 years of The Myer Foundation.

Celebrating Our Partners: Philanthropic investment for strong community organisations is a key project of Myer Family Philanthropy’s $36 million 2009 Commemorative Grants Program, which marks these significant milestones.

The grant recognises the invaluable work of FAAW and imposes few constraints on how the funds are to be used but must be applied to the capacity building of the organisation.  FAAW will apply the funds in the following three key areas:

· Administrative and governance capacity

· Marketing capacity

· Fundraising capacity

The selected organisations will participate in a forum with experts on capacity building and take part in a research program conducted by Queensland University of Technology’s Australian Centre for Philanthropy and Nonprofit Studies. The research findings will be reported to the Australian non-profit sector and grant maker network, and to the organisations themselves, with the hope to encourage future grants for capacity building.

The selected organisations were chosen according to a set of criteria established by the 2009 Commemorative Grants Taskforce: the organisation must work within the field of poverty and disadvantage or community; have a budget of less than $2 million; and have received two or more grants from The Myer Foundation or Sidney Myer Fund, most recently within the last ten years.

FAAW, a national independent non-profit organisation, is dedicated to supporting women in leadership who are increasing information access and career mobility for women in rural and regional 
communities.  Foundation priorities include increasing opportunities to advance women in education, employment, health and leadership.
For further information contact their Communications Officer Lydia Valeriano on 0431 457 927.
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